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This resource unit, developed by the University of 
Minnesota's Project Social Studies, introduces eighth graders to 
political parties and elections. Ways in which political scientists 
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EXERCIS^ ON NEWSPAPER^ 
TECHNIQUEg"' UoEL"lN MOUtPiN G 'OPTIONS 

(Developed bj^ ^BOith SantOG) 

INTRODUCTION: 

In a democracy it is important for people to have opinions on many 
important questions of the day. Are taxes, too jiigh--or too low? Arc 
the schools doing a good job or could they do better? Should we 
spend more money on atom bombs or less? Should we vote for can- 
didate C or D ? 

Some of the convenient sources of getting information that build 
opinions are newspapers, magazines, books, radio and television sta- 
tions, and informed persons who report an incident after seeing it first 
hand- 
It is important for you, as students, to learn to examine sources of 
information critically. It is not uncommon for a news media to mis- 
lead its readers on a certain question. This may not be due to any mal- 
iciousness, on the part of the newspaper. It is probably due more to the 
normal human bias of the ir.dividuals who are responsible for the infor- 
mation being presented by that particular news media. 

I. The following paragraph was printed in a prominent newspaper in 
Illinois. It appeared during the presidential campaign between the 
late John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon. 

**Kennedy has an equally choice collection of friends in the 
field of domestic affairs. We are not speaking particularly 
of Frank Sinatra dnd his Rat Pack. Such pals of Mr. Kennedy 
are more smelly than dangerous. 

Questions: 

1. Was this article for or against Mr. Kennedy? 

2. V/hat is the general "'tone** or attitude of the paragraph? 

3. What might the author have said if Sinatra had supported Nixon? 

II. A rival newspaper followed a similar pattern, only it was done pic- 
torialy. It carried a cartoon showing a man labeled U. S. A. lying 
on the ground, having just been run over by a car cJriven by Eisen- 
hower and Nixon. Kennedy, the doctor, is trying to pick up the 
victim while Eisenhower and Nixon watch with angry expressions. 
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Questions; 

1. What point was being made in the cartoon? 

2. Which candidate did this newspaper obviously support? 

in. Often a newspaper can actually present the facts — true facts at that 
and STILL be able to lead people to opposite conclusions. This can be 
done by the choice of a headline for an important news story. Often — 
too often — we select items we wish to read by scanning the headlines 
of the various news items and when we find one that attracts our at- 
tention, we read the entire article. Some items of vital importance 
are often bypassed because of an intentional uninteresting or dull head- 
line. 

EXAMPLE ARTICLE: 

Debate over the new school construction proposed by Mayor 
Potter got underway yesterday at City Hall. 

Frank Carter, President of the Seneca Avenue Community 
Association, bitterly attacked the proposal for violating the 
rights of about a hundred residents whose homes were to be 
destroyed to malcc way for the new school. He declared, 
''There's plenty of land over at the east end of town. It will 
cost us a lot less and nobody will lose his home. It's a dis- 
grace for Mayor Potter to introduce such a plan. 

He was followed by Mrs. Amy Schider, President of the 
P. T. A. , who stated, ''Mr. Carter knov/s full well that our 
children can't walk two miles to the oast end of town. Is he 
willing to pay for the buses that would be needed to trans- 
port six hundred children every day? It's a silly proposal!" 

Possible headlines that could be written for this simple news item: 

MAYOR'S PROPOSAL ATTACKED AS "DISGRACE" 

CARTER CALLED "SILLY" 

100 RESIDENTS TO BE DISPLACED 

Nrw GCHCGL PriOPOSED FOR 6C0 COLDREN. 

CARTER PROPOSES TWO MILE V/ALX FOR KIDS 

SCKIDER ATTACKS CARTER 

CARTER ATTACKS MAYOR 

MAYOR UNDER FIRE 
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8. 
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•9. SCHOOL PROPOSAL DISCUSSED. 
Questions: 

L Which headlines attract the most ?.ttention ? V/hy? 

2. Which headline is the most objective (accurate)? 

3. V/hat type of person would read the article regardless of which head- 
line is used? 

4. If headline number 9 was used, would many people read the artide? 
Explain. 

5. How has the newspaper been completely honest and at the same time 
been rather biased if headline number 1 was used? 

6. Might it be possible for a newspaper to be guilty of "cardstacking" 
through headlines without realizing it? 

IV, Another common method of cardstacking is to quote a statement OUT 
OF CONTEXT. Consider the following excerpt from the review of a 
movie: 

Trend magazine called this movie "remarkable, " with 

''miliioiib oi doilaxs^ worth of talent brilliantly realis- 
tic settings top photographs. .... gorgeous scenery. 

Ctviousfy TREND thought the movie was wonderful but they may really 
have said: 

''This movie is remarkable in the v;ay Kollyvv'ood can bring 
together millions of doUarsf worth of talent, creat brilliant- 
ly realistic settings, hire top photographers to take gorge- 
ous scenery and then waste it all on a plot so utterly mis- 
erable that we had to walk out in the middle of the show. " 

This device is basically a card-stacking technique because the selector 
chooses to quote only those words and phrases that suit his purpose and 
eliminates those that do not advance it. 



EXERCISE ON FACTS, INFERENCES, AND VALUE 



JUDGMENTS 



Directions : In the list below place and F_ in frout of any factual state- 
ment (whether you believe it to be true or false). Place an I in front 
of statements which are inferences or generalizations from facts. Place 
a V in front of statements which represent value judgments, 

1. The Democratic Party has done more for this country than the 

Republican Party has. 

2. What the election proved was that the American people did not 

support the President's policy on Indochina. 

3. Lyndon Johnson won more popular votes than Bar^ y Goldwater 

in the 1964 election. 

4, V/e must elect candidates who have voted for foreign aid programs. 

5. The Republicans should nominate a Presidential candidate who is 

not so conservative as Goldwater. 

6. Political parties try to appeal to voters of very different political 

views, 

J 7. In the last public opinion poll on Johnson's popularity, less than 

half of the people polled said that they thought Johnson was doing 
a good job as President. 

8. Two groups are more likely to compromise if they are fairly equal 

in strength than if one is much stronger than the other. 



EXERCISE ON WHOLE -PART REASONING 

Below are several statements, each followed by a generalization. If 
you think the generalization is justified from the data given in the pre- 
ceding statement, place a cross (X) in the space at the left. If you do 
not think the facts in the statement sufficient to justify the conclusion, 
explain why they do not do so. 

1. Mr. Blank, a Republican office holder, was convicted for misusing 

public funds for his own benefit. The Republic at) Party is a party 
of corruption. 

2. The Democratic Party platform calls for repealing the Taft-Hartley 
Act. Mr. Zero, the Democratic candidate for Congress from this 
district, favors repealing the act. 
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R XERCTSE O N AS SUM P TIONS 

In each of the foUoAving sections there is an argument used for or against 
a certain proposal. Following each argument is a list. Place an X in 

front of the idea which must be an assumption of the speaker if the argu- 
ment is to bo logical. 

Issue: Should the IB-year old be allowed to vote? 

Argument: Yes. If the 18 year old is old enough to fight, he is old enough 
to veto. 

L 18-year olds, who have just finished high school, have as much know- 
ledge about government as do their elders. 

2. The characteristics of a good voter and of a good fighter are the 

same, requiring the same degree of maturity. 

3, Citizens who are affected the most drastically by government de- 
cisions concerning war and peace should be permitted to vote. 

Issue: Should people be fined if they meet voting qualifications but fail to 
vote. 

Argument: Yes. It is as much a duty of a citizen to vote as it is for him 

to fight for his country. Democracy cannot exist without a citizenry 
that goes to the polls and votes; if most of the citizens vote, demo- 
cracy is assured, 

1,^ Those who go to the polls will vote intelligently, 

2, The characteristics of a good voter and of a good fighter are the same. 

3, A country cannot be said to be democratic unless the men elected to 

office have been chosen by over half of all the qualified voters in the 
country. 



EXERCISE ON GERRYMANDERING 



Membership in the House of Representatives is based upon popula- 
tion. The only exception is that small states have one representative 
even if they do not have enough people to justify one. 

How is the number of representatives for each state determined? 
After each census, Congress divides the total population of the U. S. 
by the number of representatives in the House. (Formerly, it added 
to this number. However, it no longer wishes to increase the size 
of the House. WHY NOT ?) 

This gives the number of people for each representative- Some 
states will have gained population rapidly during the past ten years. 
They will deserve more representatives. Others will have either 
gained more slowly or lost population. They will lose representatives. 
WHY MIGHT A STATE THAT HAS GAINED SLOWLY STILL LOSE A 
REPRESENTATIVE ? 

By custom in the United States, representatives from a state are 
elected from congressional districts or areas. The state legislature 
draws the district lines. If a state has lost a representative, the 
state will have too many districts. If a state has gained representa- 
tives, it will have too few. The state legislature will have to redraw 
district lines. 

The power to draw district lines gives the majority party in the 
state legislature a big advantage. Suppose both houses are controlled 
by the Republicans* They mrght try to draw district lines so that 
more Republicans will be elected to Congress. If the Democrats con- 
trolled the legislature, they would do the same thing. Difficulties a- 
rise when one party controls one house of the legislature and the other 
party controls the second house. Then compromises have to be worked 
out. WHY MIGHT DIFFERENT PARTIES CONTROL EACH HOUSE? 

Now look at the map of districts in Oklahoma. To simplify things, 
only one county is shown. This is Tulsa County, with the largest popu- 
lation in Oklahoma. It usually votes Republican. It is in the Fourth 
Distirct. 

You will notice that there are six districts in Oklahoma. V/HY? 
In the table below you will find the vote totals for these districts in one 
of Oklahoma's elections. Examine it and answer the questions which 
follow. 



1st District 
2nd District 
3rd District 
4th District 
5th District 
6th District 



Republican 
102, 585 
50,481 



Democrat 



46,949 
65,968 
5G,010 
66, 000 
90,392 
56,418.^ 



no candidate 
no candidate 
40,825 
48,985 
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Questions: 

1. V/hich party won the most seats? How many? 

2. What is the total vote for each party throughout the state? 

^ Suppose Tulsa County had been included in the second district. Do 
you think it would have made any difference in the election outcome 
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